






























THINGS TO DO BEFORE THE STORM:  
 

• Review the City’s CEMP 
• Know the role of your department 
• Know your role as an individual 

 
• Make all necessary preparations, now! 

• Supplies, generators, fuel 
• Prepare all equipment you will need 
• Prepare your employees for the storm 
• Review internal SOPs or guidelines 
• Rehearse critical components of your response 



THINGS TO DO BEFORE THE STORM:  
 

• Obtain, read, retain copies of the HC Hurricane 
Response Plan & related documents 
• Know where shelters are located in and around 

the City 
• Provide your employees with copies of the plan 
• Have a personal plan in place for your family 
• Prepare your home and your loved ones for the 

storm 
• Prepare your personal emergency go-bag or kit 
• Do the same for your family 
• Encourage your employees to follow your 

example 



 

Hillsborough County has two types of hurricane 
shelters: 
 
1) General population shelters; and, 
2) Special needs shelters  
 
The county partners with Hillsborough County Public 
Schools and the American Red Cross to operate general 
population shelters and with the Hillsborough County 
Health Department to operate the special needs 
shelters. 
 
 
 

Types of Shelters 



• The decision to open shelters will depend on the 
severity of the storm as well as local needs.  

• Even if a shelter is on the official list it may not be 
opened or may change status during the approach of 
a storm.  

• Specific shelter locations to be opened will be 
announced through local television and radio 
stations, Hillsborough County Emergency 
Management website, and are available by calling 
813-272-6900.  

• Please do not call 9-1-1 for shelter or storm 
information.  

Shelter Availability 







• Promulgates the City’s Comprehensive Emergency 
Management Plan (CEMP) for safeguarding life and 
property of Plant City citizens. 

• Provides continuation of effective, orderly 
governmental control required for emergency 
operations through all phases of an impending or 
actual disaster. 

• Delegates to the Executive Policy Council and the 
City Manager, as the Director of Emergency 
Management, the authorities delineated in the 
CEMP. (Section III.C.2) 

 



• Serves as Director of Emergency Management. 
• Provides direction and control over City disaster 

response and recovery operations.  
• Directs City hazard mitigation and post-disaster 

redevelopment efforts. 
• Issues emergency decisions as necessary under 

declared States of Local Emergencies. 
• Advises and informs the Executive Policy Council in 

all disasters. 
• Executes agreements with county, state, and federal 

disaster relief agencies.  
• Directs and coordinates all City departments to 

ensure availability and response during all phases of 
a disaster. 

 



• Performs Emergency Management functions as 
delegated or assigned by the City Manager. 

• Coordinates information gathering and sharing with 
all departments and the public. 

• Monitors all elements and phases of disaster 
response and consults with the City Manager as 
necessary. 

• Interfaces with Police and Fire Rescue regarding EOC 
activations at local, county, and state levels. 

• Participates in EOC communications during all 
phases of disaster response. 

 



• Provides emergency building inspections and 
permitting procedures after a disaster. 

• Conducts inspections of damaged structures to 
determine if demolition, stabilization, or repair is 
necessary before re-occupancy of buildings. 

• Issues condemnation notices for structures unfit for 
use or habitation or dangerous to persons or other 
property. 

• Partners with Code Enforcement to fulfill storm-
related mission. 

 



• Partners with Building Department to accomplish 
that department’s mission regarding safety 
inspections of storm-damaged structures. 

• Performs other support functions as determined 
necessary by the City’s emergency management 
leadership team.  

 



• Plans for and conducts transportation operations to 
evacuate special needs elderly and disabled people 
to appropriate shelters.  

• Returns “special needs evacuees” to their 
residences or appropriate temporary housing when 
appropriate. 

• Provides annually and immediately prior to 
hurricane season a list of transportation resources 
available for emergency operations.  



• Coordinates with the Building Official to provide 
personnel, equipment, and vehicles to support 
damage assessment operations. 

• Assesses all Plant City roadway damage.  
• Serves as liaison to county and state roads and 

bridges assessment teams.  
• Prepares maps detailing location of damages, 

clearings and assessments for documentation after 
storm event. 
 

 



• Ensures continuity of City fiscal operations after a 
disaster, including employee payroll, purchasing, 
and contracting. 

• Provides support in processing requests for financial 
information for federal disaster assistance. 

• Maintains a list of sources for equipment and 
services that may be purchased or leased for 
disaster response &recovery activities. 

• Contracts for needed equipment and services to 
address the City’s needs during response & recovery 
operations.  

• Identifies potential facilities for use in disaster 
response & recovery operations.  

 



• Assists in disaster response & recovery activities. 
• Notifies residents of evacuations in coordination 

with the Police Department. 
• Provides disaster-related search & rescue 

operations. 
• Provides first responder services, personnel, and 

equipment for casualty operations. 
• Provides EMS services as necessary. 
• Coordinates mass casualty operations. 
• Directs City search and rescue operations.  
• Coordinates with Hillsborough County EOC. 
 



• Coordinates the restoration of energy systems and 
availability of petroleum products for response and 
recovery operations. 

• Ensures City buildings are as storm-ready as 
possible. Assists in securing buildings as necessary. 

• Ensures continuity of fleet operations for public 
safety and other mission-critical vehicles and 
equipment during the response and recovery 
phases of disaster operations.  

 



• Coordinates City volunteer efforts during response 
and recovery operations. 

• Coordinates City property insurance program. 
• Coordinates City Risk Management Program.  
• Supports other response and recovery operations 

related to food, water, and public information. 
 



• Provides LAN, GIS, and communications support to 
the City’s Emergency Operations Group. 

• Ensures adequate backup data automation is 
available. 

• Implements continuity of business practices and 
measure pre-event. 

• Works to restore data operations, networks, and 
other communications resources during the 
recovery phase. 



• Directs citizen service activities during disaster 
response and recovery operations. 

• Maintains records of emergency assistance separate 
from ongoing assistance programs. 

• Coordinates citizen services among county agencies, 
American Red Cross, and state & federal agencies. 

• Plans citizen activity response in disaster situations.  
• Informs media and public about food and water 

availability and homeowners’ precautions during 
disaster situations.  

• Coordinates with EOC Public Information Officer 
during disaster response & recovery operations.  

 



• Removes debris from parks and recreation facilities 
and coordinates with Solid Waste Department for 
its disposal. 

• Provides personnel resources for various essential 
disaster response and recovery operations, 
including debris clearance, mass care operations, 
and reception & distribution of disaster relief 
supplies.  

• Works with Community Services Department to 
address transportation needs. 

 



• Maintains law and order during disaster/emergency 
operations. 

• Executes city or county evacuation orders. Controls 
traffic flow as deemed necessary. 

• Notifies residents of evacuation zones and 
evacuation orders in coordination with the Fires 
Department. Assists residents in evacuating, if 
necessary. 

• Provides security and law enforcement at City 
public shelters. 

• Supports damage assessment teams as necessary. 
• Coordinates with Hillsborough County EOC. 



• Controls disposal of disaster-related debris. 
Designates disposal sites for various debris. 

• Prepares and equips all disposal sites to receive 
disaster –related debris. 

• Requests EPC waivers for debris burning, if 
necessary. 

• Disposes of contaminated or spoiled foodstuffs. 
• Maintains detailed records of manpower, 

equipment, and financial resources used in debris 
clearance and disposal for federal disaster 
assistance reimbursement.  

• Coordinates with all City debris management 
contractors.  
 

 



• Prepare sand bags for pick up by citizens 
• Prepare and deliver sand bags to disabled citizens’ 

homes. 
• Coordinates removal of debris from storm water 

systems before and after storm event. 
• Conducts street clearing and traffic flow support 

operations during evacuations and recovery 
operations. 

• Coordinates roadway safety with the Police 
Department. 

• Provides support to disaster preparation and 
recovery operations as necessary. 

 
 



• Prepares City utility facilities in advance of an 
impending hurricane. 

• Coordinates recovery activities for City utility 
facilities after a storm passes. 

• Restores water/sewer and other utility operations 
as necessary. 

• Monitors impact of storm events on City utility 
facilities, to include flow levels, peaks, and 
discharge events. 
 

 





All images, original text and data used herein remain the 
property of their original copyright holders.  This presentation 
has been compiled for governmental and public safety briefing 
purposes only. No commercial uses are intended or authorized. 

This presentation was compiled by the City of Plant City, 
Florida, for emergency management and preparation briefings 
of City staff and other interested individuals and/or 
organizations. This presentation was compiled as a public 
service. 


