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WELL, IT’S JUST NOT US HERE IN PLANT CITY. THE SEVERE WATER SHORTAGE, 

WHICH WENT INTO EFFECT ON JANUARY 16, 2007...INVOLVES 16 COUNTIES IN WEST CENTRAL 

FLORIDA...INCLUDING HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY.  THE SEVERE WATER SHORTAGE  AND NEW   

WATERING RESTRICTIONS WILL REMAIN IN PLACE UNTIL JULY 31, 2007 (UNLESS EXTENDED OR 

RESCINDED BY THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT ON OR BEFORE THIS 

DATE).  PLANT CITY IS LOCATED WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AND THE CITY’S WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES AND    

WATERING RESTRICTIONS ARE ESTABLISHED BY UTILIZING AND 

ADOPTING DISTRICT RULES. FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT   

PLANTCITYGOV.COM OR WATERMATTERS.ORG.  

SO HOW DOES ALL THAT AFFECT ME?   IT AFFECTS US 

ALL BECAUSE  PLANT CITY IS NOW ON A ONE-DAY-A-WEEK        

WATERING SCHEDULE. HERE IS PLANT CITY’S NEW SCHEDULE AND 

TIMES:   

 

WHY ARE WE IN A SEVERE WATER SHORTAGE? WELL...ONE OBVIOUS REASON IS 

OUR DRY SEASON HAS BEEN  REALLY DRY.  SO DRY IN FACT, ALL 16 COUNTIES WITHIN THE   

DISTRICT WERE AT RAINFALL AVERAGES 11.6 INCHES BELOW NORMAL...AND WERE                  

EXPERIENCING DROUGHT LIKE CONDITIONS AT THE 

TIME THE WATER SHORTAGE WAS ORDERED. THE    

DISTRICT AND THE CITY ROUTINELY MONITORS 

GROUND WATER LEVELS AND RAINFALL. THE DISTRICT 

ALSO MONITORS AND ANALYSES RIVER FLOWS,     

SURFACE WATER CONDITIONS, AND OTHER              

HYDROLOGICAL DATA. 

SO WITH ALL THIS SAID, TOGETHER LETS BE A LITTLE 

MORE AWARE OF THE WATER WE USE...AFTER 

ALL...SAVING WATER WILL HELP CONSERVE OUR       

WATER RESOURCES  AND PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT 

NOT ONLY NOW BUT FOR THE FUTURE AS WELL. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ON SAVING    

WATER...THE CITY AND THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT ARE SPONSORING A 

FREE GARDEN HOSE WORKSHOP AT 6:30 PM ON 

MONDAY, APRIL 2. AT THE BRUTON MEMORIAL   

LIBRARY HERE IN PLANT CITY.  YOU’LL RECEIVE A FREE 

GARDEN HOSE KIT AND LEARN HOW TO EFFICIENTLY 

USE YOUR GARDEN HOSE. THIS MAY BE THE WORKSHOP FOR YOU IF YOU HAVE A SMALL LAWN 

OR GARDEN,OR IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEM.  FOR MORE         

INFORMATION AND TO SIGN-UP FOR THE WORKSHOP, PLEASE CALL 757-9289, EXT. 2237.    

               IRRIGATE ONLY ONCE ON YOUR DESIGNATED DAY 

                  NO WATERING ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

IRRIGATION IS PROHIBITED ON ALLOWABLE DAYS BETWEEN 8 AM AND 6 PM 

ADDRESSES WITH HOUSE NUMBERS MAY ONLY IRRIGATE ON 

ENDING IN 0 OR 1 MONDAY 

ENDING IN 2 OR 3 TUESDAY 

ENDING IN 4 OR 5 WEDNESDAY 

ENDING IN 6 OR 7 THURSDAY 

ENDING IN 8 OR 9 FRIDAY 

      LOCATIONS WITHOUT A SPECIFIC ADDRESS OR A MIX OF ADDRESSES 

                        MAY ONLY IRRIGATE ON FRIDAYS 

WATER SHORTAGE FOR PLANT CITY...WHY? 

Mark Woodward, Water Conservation Coordinator, Water Resource Management Division 

Springtime is yard clean-up time! 

PLEASE BUNDLE YOUR LIMBS! 

In an effort to be more efficient, the Sanitation Division (813-757-9208) would like all homeowners to 
bundle their cut limbs with twine, string or light rope for pickup on Wednesdays. Please keep bundles 
to less than 50 pounds, 2 feet in diameter and no more than 4-5 feet in length. Keep bags of leaves to 
less than 50 pounds by keeping dirt out of the bags. Quantities of over 30 bags of leaves must be called 
in for special pickup. Extra large quantities of limbs also need to be called in for special pickup by the 
grabber truck. Each residential  address is allowed one grabber truck 
load pickup annually for free (it is a  2 ½ ton capacity truck). Additional 
grabber truck loads will be billed at the rate of $172.20 per full load, 
depending on disposal items. Weekly yard debris pickup is a free service 

provided to our citizens as a courtesy.  

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun every year.—UK 

Above: Mark Woodward checks a well-point for 

water level monitoring within the City. 
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Mosquitoes in February? 
Pamela Jacobson, Chief Pilot, Hillsborough County Mosquito and Aquatic Control  

Note: This is a special article written for residents of Plant City.         

Hillsborough County provides mosquito control inside the City limits; our 

own Stormwater division focuses on maintaining ponds, ditches, and other 

control structures. For more information on this topic, please use the    

contact information below.  –SH, ed. 

At Hillsborough County Mosquito and Aquatic Weed Control, the winter 
months are usually a time for us to focus on removing invasive non-native 
pestiferous weeds such as Water Lettuce and Hyacinth from the county’s 
lakes and waterways. It is also a good time for us to perform annual    
maintenance on our mosquito control equipment, and give our personnel 
recurrent training to meet state licensing requirements. So why are we still 

running spray trucks and larviciding by helicopter? 

Due to an unusually temperate winter and regular rainfall, the “mosquito 
season” has not yet come to a close. Despite a few (brief) cold snaps,   

mosquitoes are continuing to fly, bite, and reproduce. 

Now is an important time for homeowners to get busy and remove         
accumulations of fall leaves and other debris from rain-gutters, and check 
around the yard for other potential sources of mosquito breeding. Early 
spring rains will quickly fill up sagging boat and pool covers,            
wheelbarrows, children’s toys, old tires and trash cans. Anything that holds 
water for more than five days is a potential mosquito nursery, including 
those lovely bromeliads we are so fond of here in Florida. Several species 
of rather aggressive mosquito prize these types of water sources for laying 
their eggs, and once the larva hatch off, the hungry young mosquitoes tend 

to stick around to thank their hosts personally. 

Still other mosquito species, known as “floodwater” varieties, prefer to lay 
their eggs in the grassy pools that form in saturated lawns and pastures  
after heavy rainfall. If this flooding does not soak in within a few days, 
homeowners should report these conditions to our office at (813) 554-
5025, and we will be happy to send an inspector out to check for mosquito 

larva. 

Florida is a beautiful state, and the Tampa Bay area is a particularly     
wonderful place to live. Unfortunately 37 species of mosquitoes seem to 
share our sentiments, many of which are capable of carrying and         
transmitting a number of diseases to us and our pets.  We can’t completely 
eradicate them, but by taking away their spawning grounds we can at least 

let them know they’re not welcome in our neighborhood. 

Above: Bromeliads and other hollow-stemmed 
succulent plants can hold enough water to hatch 

off thousands of mosquitoes in less than a week. 

Below: Aedes Aegypti and Aedes Albopictus; two 

very bad houseguests who are always looking for a 

free meal. 

Pork Steak & Scalloped Potatoes Casserole 

The “scalloped potatoes” Mom made. 

Simply Delicious!! 

In a large casserole dish place: 

A layer of sliced raw potatoes - on bottom of dish. 

A layer of onions – on top of potatoes 

Repeat layers - leaving just enough room for the pork 

steaks. 

Add water (half way up casserole layers). 

Add a dollop of butter. 

Salt and pepper, according to taste. 

Place sautéed pork steaks on top of potatoes and 

onion layers. (any kind of pork chops are great) 

Bake 350 degrees -  1 hour or until pork steak &   

potatoes are done. 

Enjoy!    

Did you know… 

MAY 20-26 is  NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK!  

PUBLIC WORKS: MOVING LIFE FORWARD 

During this week, displays from each division of Public Works will be on display for residents to 
view. Also, the Public Works Annual Report for 2006 will be available for distribution: learn how 

many miles of road was paved, sewer line was rehabilitated, and see the many other ways your tax 

dollars are used efficiently to keep Plant City a great place to live.  

The following members of Public Works will be on the Annual Report committee: 

� General Services—Pat Austin 

� Sanitation—Kent Weitz 

� Stormwater—Charlene Shiver  

� Traffic Operations—Fred Baxter 

� Utilities Maintenance—Bill Russell 

� Utilities Operations—Patrick Murphy 

� Water Resource Management—Al Miller, Shawna Himelright (Editor) 


